
217
217
217

200
200
200

255
255
255

0
0
0

163
163
163

131
132
122

239
65
53

110
135
120

112
92
56

62
102
130

102
56
48

130
120
111

237
237
237

80
119
27

252
174
.59

“The views, opinions and findings contained in this report are 
those of the authors(s) and should not be construed as an 
official Department of the Army position, policy or decision, 
unless so designated by other official documentation.”

Prepared by Steven Riley
22 July 2020

INLAND WATERWAYS USERS BOARD
MEETING NO. 94

RECERTIFICATION OF WATERBORNE 
TRANSPORTATION COLLECTIONS

1



AGENDA

 Authorization and History

 Forms Overview

 Digital Systems that Use Forms

 Possible changes

 Questions and Comments
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AUTHORIZATION AND HISTORY
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• Rivers & Harbors Act of 1922 (amended and codified in 33 USC 
555) authorizes the USACE to collect, process, distribute and 
archive waterborne commercial vessel movement and cargo data 
and to maintain information on vessel characteristics, port facilities, 
dredging costs, and the performance of navigation locks.

• Water Resources Development Act of 1986 provides for the 
conservation and development of water and related resources and 
the improvement and rehabilitation of the Nation's water resources 
infrastructure.

• 33 CFR § 207.800 codifies the collection of navigation statistics, 
defines key terms, reporting requirements and guidance, and 
penalties for non-compliance. 

• ENG Forms for Vessel Operation Reports (3925, 3925b, 3925c, and  
3925p), Description of Vessels (3932 and 3931), and Lockage/Vessel 
Logs (3102B, 3102C, and 3102D)



FORMS OVERVIEW
• Vessel Operations Reports Forms: 

https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/document/c3792bef-29d5-4c8a-cc29-
51a939a3db52

• Description of Vessels Forms:
https://www.publications.usace.army.mil/Portals/76/Publications/EngineerFor
ms/ENG_FORM_3932_Apr_2003.pdf

https://www.publications.usace.army.mil/Portals/76/Publications/EngineerFor
ms/ENG_FORM_3931_Apr_2003.pdf

• Lock Forms: 
https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16021coll2/id/2664

https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/document/c3792bef-29d5-4c8a-cc29-51a939a3db52
https://www.publications.usace.army.mil/Portals/76/Publications/EngineerForms/ENG_FORM_3932_Apr_2003.pdf
https://www.publications.usace.army.mil/Portals/76/Publications/EngineerForms/ENG_FORM_3931_Apr_2003.pdf
https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16021coll2/id/2664


File Name
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File Name
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File Name
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THE DIGITAL SYSTEMS USED TODAY: 
TRANSPORTATION OPERATIONS WATERBORNE STATISTICS (TOWS)
LOCK PERFORMANCE MONITORING SYSTEM (LPMS)

8

Collects and reports 
data on powered 
vessels, unpowered 
vessels, and 
commodities moving 
within the United 
States.

Data is entered by 
industry and 
submitted to USACE 
via paper or 
electronic forms

TOWS Collects and reports 
data on powered 
vessels and 
commodities traversing 
through USACE owned 
or operated locks. 

Data is entered by lock 
operators.

LPMS

• LPMS data is “real-time” but represents estimates for commodity traffic; 
tracks physical site performance; presented at Corps Locks

• TOWS data is delayed due to submittal procedures, but represents a 
detailed account for all vessel and commodity traffic.

• LPMS used to quality check TOWS



POSSIBLE CHANGES
• A move towards the Harmonized System (HS) Code for 

internationally standardized commodity listings.
• LPMS would collect at 2 – 4 digits (i.e. the chapter and/or heading 

information)
• TOWS would collect at 6 – 10 digits

• A move towards digital submissions for TOWS data 



QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?
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Contact:
CEIWR-NDC.WEBMASTER@usace.army.mil 

OR

Steven Riley 
Steven.D.Riley@usace.army.mil

703-659-3097
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